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Alamy, a provider of royalty-free and licensed stock photography, 
has today launched Virtual CD. This free online service gives image 
buyers and contributors all the benefits of hard copy royalty-free 
discs without the associated expense, delivery delays or storage 
issues, according to the company.

Virtual CD allows you to create online collections which can then be 
accessed by all customers visiting Alamy Image's Web site. Image buyers 
can browse through Virtual CDs online and, once purchased, have instant 
access to the images.

Alamy Images claims its Virtual CD is meeting the demand for online 
image purchasing, but also provides its customers with new material from 
contributors who wouldn't normally sell their products on physical discs - 
at lower prices. Subjects of images found on the site include business and 
lifestyles, through to extreme sports, gardening and architecture.

A portfolio of 110 Virtual CDs has been produced for the launch of the 
service from contributors including image100, imagestopshop, 
ImageState, PhotoWood, Up the Resolution and the Nature Picture 
Library. Prices for the current range of Virtual CDs range from £99 for 55 
images up to £299 for 100 images. Pricing and the number of images per 
CD varies according to the contributor.

Other features of the service include an Easy Download tool for 
downloading high-resolution images and an interpolation service to enable 
an image's resolution to be increased without impacting its quality.
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