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Alamy To Offer Low-Priced Web/Education Images

Alamy, the big U.K.-based stock image library, is planning to launch a new pricing structure that will let bloggers, educators and

amateur Web users buy image licenses at low prices.

How low? Try £0.60, or about $1.18.

CEO James West explains the scheme on the Alamy contributors blog: "Limited Use has been devised to let your images compete in

the low cost ‘micropayment’ market without undermining your existing revenue streams on Alamy."

To start, the service will only be available in the U.K. It will feature only images from contributors who have made their work available

through Alamy's new "Novel Use Scheme," which gives Alamy the freedom to license images at reduced prices but also offers

contributors a higher commission.

Whether this service succeeds will depend on (a) whether the collection competes in depth and quality with microstock sites like

iStockphoto and (b) marketing, given Alamy's limited name recognition outside of the professional community.

I also question the idea of offering reduced prices to blogs but not corporate or promotional Web sites. The line between the two keeps

growing fuzzier. (Is AOL News a blog? How about PDNPulse?)
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